
1 

 

 

 

DOCUMENT 95 – MINUTES OF A HEARING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 12, 2017, PETITION FROM 

VALENTINE T. KONG, SR./DREAM TEAM AUTO GROUP LLC TO OPERATE A USED CAR 

DEALERSHIP AT 100 WHITE STREET WITH 9 SPACES FOR CAR SALES; 2 SPACES FOR 

EMPLOYEES, 2 SPACES FOR CUSTOMERS    

  

SUBJECT:  Document 95 - Petition from Valentine T. Kong Sr./Dream Team Auto Group LLC to 

operate a used car dealership at 100 White Street, with 9 spaces for car sales , 2 spaces for employees  

and  2 spaces  for customers 

 

Present:  President John Michitson, Councillor Melinda Barrett, Councillor Andres Vargas, 

Councillor Michael McGonagle, Councillor Joseph Bevilacqua, Councillor Colin LePage, Councillor 

Mary Ellen Daly O'Brien, Councillor William Macek and Councillor Thomas Sullivan 

 

City Clerk Linda Koutoulas:   Document 95  - Petition from Valentine Kong/Dream Team Auto Group 

LLC, requests special permit to operate a used car dealership at 100 White Street, with 9 spaces for car 

sale; 2 spaces for employees and 2 spaces for customers. Comments from City Department are included. 

 

President Michitson: Opened the hearing 

 

Valentine T. Kong Sr, 181 Olive Ave, Lawrence, Mass. Property in question is 102 White Street but on 

the deed it says 100 White Street. When I first purchased this place actually, I didn’t know that I need to 

go thru all this because the realtor I dealt with was more into his commission than giving me facts about 

this special permit which I have no clue. I spoke to Linda and the lady in the City Clerk office and she 

told me I have to go thru all this. I purchased the place in March and it took me almost 4 months to 

navigate myself around city hall to know how to go about the special permit. (inaudible) checklist, 

occupancy permit which I went thru all. As far as that place is concerned, when I saw it, I know it was 

down for about 3 years and my intention was to first know the community. I came there a couple of 

nights, it was kind of quite. Once I settled in, I started to do some work inside, I realized that it is a 

commercial street it’s somewhat challenging. There’s a lot of people that will just stop by, just walk into 

the building. There’s graffiti on the sidings on the Cedar Street section of the building. I have worked 

with the Commonwealth for 24 years as a social service worker. I work for DSS knowing the population 

around me. I don’t know what house that is. I have a couple of colleagues, I saw them coming there to 

work with a certain individual. I became friends with some of the guys. Some of them I even have them 

do some of the work. From there I became comfortable and I would make sure that I do my best to be part 

of this community. I am not a tenant. I am a landlord. I bought the place because I was looking for a place 

where I could do something besides (inaudible) I have a son in college, 2 that is going to college, one is 

going next year and the other one is going to high school.  

 

President Michitson: Can we get you back to the number of cars that you are going to have on the lot and 

so forth? That was a good introduction. 

 

Mr. Kong: They could only give me 9 spaces based on the measurement which is fine. I don’t need more 

than 9 spaces because most of the cars will be going overseas. You need a license. I need a retail and 

wholesale license which retail gives you that. 

 

President Michitson: Thank you very much. Is there anyone else here that would like to speak in favor? 

Is there anyone else here that would like to speak in favor? Is there anyone else in favor? 

 

Michael Schroth, 20 York Street, I don’t live too far from this gentleman on White Street. I am glad he is 

willing to do this and become part of our community. 

 

President Michitson: Thank you very much. Is there anybody else here that would like to speak in favor? 
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Is there anyone opposed that would like to speak? Is there anyone here that is opposed that would like to 

speak? Is there anyone opposed that would like to speak?  With that I now close the hearing. Council 

what is your wish? 

 

President Michitson:  Motion by Councillor Macek and second by Councillor Daly O’Brien. Any 

discussion? 

 

Councillor Daly O’Brien:  I just want to say I applaud what you are doing. I think the neighborhood is 

going to benefit from this. Having helped 4 of my own children go to college, not 100%. They had to do 

some too. It’s the only way, I called it skin in the game. I applaud what you are doing and I think it’s 

going to make a tremendous difference in that neighborhood and welcome to Haverhill. I hope this goes 

smoothly.  

 

President Michitson: Madame Clerk would you please call the roll? 

 

City Clerk Koutoulas: Councillor Barrett-yes, Councillor Vargas-yes, Councillor McGonagle-yes, 

Councillor Bevilacqua-yes, , Councillor LePage-yes, Councillor Daly O’Brien-yes, Councillor Macek-

yes, Councillor Sullivan-yes, President Michitson-yes. 9 Yeas, 0 Nays. 

 

President Michitson: That passes. Congratulations. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Barbara S. Arthur            September 26, 2017 

Administrative Assistant 

Haverhill City Council 
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REASON FOR VOTE - DOCUMENT 95 

Special Permit for Use Car Sales, 100 White Street 

 

 

President Michitson: I voted in favor because the City requirements were met. 

 

Councillor Barrett:  I voted in favor of the special permit because the proposed use will revitalize an 

under-utilized property. It provides sufficiently for traffic and parking. 

 

Councillor Vargas:  It's a great step to revitalize a property that has been vacant for so long and because 

the owner has shown to be dedicated to the community. 

 

Councillor McGonagle:  I voted in favor based on the recommendation from the Economic Development 

and Planning Director and it would be a benefit to the neighborhood. 

 

Councillor Bevilacqua: Met the provisions of the zoning laws as reviewed and evaluated by the city 

departments who reported on the application. 

 

Councillor LePage:  I voted in favor of this special permit request as I believe it will be beneficial to the 

neighborhood.  

 

Councillor Daly O’Brien: I voted yes for this permit because it will be a substantial investment in this 

section of the city and an addition to the tax base. 

 

Councillor Macek:  The special permit was in keeping with zoning and area uses. 

 

Councillor Sullivan: I voted for the special permit because it conforms to our zoning requirements and is 

a good use for this property. 

 

 


